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Presentation:
“Project Phalanstère” at CAC Brétigny is an experimental architectural program based on the
immanence of artistic production. Following extensive dialog with artists, the project consists of a
series of site-specific artworks that exceed the duration of the temporary exhibition. Together, they
favor the development—in harmonious succession—of a creative and experimental space offered to
visitors and users alike.
Whether it extends in time, by dint of distinctive artistic directions that follow one after the other
within the same site, or whether it ceases as a result of the site’s eventual reconversion, “Project
Phalanstère” lives on in the vitality of the artworks and in the recollection of their effectiveness,
which this monograph seeks to revivify.
This book proposes to adopt a new syntax. It does not simply call for a renewal of the terminology
used in the field of contemporary art programming. Its syntax has taken shape by progressively
building on the complex materiality of artworks in a specific context—an art center located in the
Parisian suburbs—, and not by contriving itself with the help of words and discourses uttered from
an abstract perspective.

The visual continuum, preceding the chapter that distributes the artworks following a score, offers
an alternative order to the institutional schedule in which "Project Phalanstère" took place. Here, in
contrast with the duration of the work schedule, in which one task follows another, the simultaneity
of life’s forces asserts its rhythm. This treatise proposes to activate the experience of the works in
their environment, by way of an archeological study, which places each work in its larger cultural
context. On site, the explanatory notes of the score allow the reader to mentally reconstruct certain
works that no longer exist; or, alternatively, to entirely reconstruct “Project Phalanstère” at a
distance.
The political aims of “Project Phalanstère” thus appear in the ungrammatical formulas that the works
articulate and in the active resistance that they manifest against a normative authority that, although
it accepts the play of words, continues to enforce the disciplinary activity of arts administration.
Pierre Bal-Blanc
The publication includes projects by the following artists, designers, choreographers, architects, and
musicians: Atelier Van Lieshout (AVL), Robert Breer, Daniel Buren, Maurizio Cattelan, Nicolas Chardon,
Marie Cool Fabio Balducci, Lionel Estève, Esther Ferrer, Cyprien Gaillard, Jens Haaning, David Lamelas,
François Laroche-Valière (Cie Studio Laroche-Valière), Mathieu Lehanneur, Teresa Margolles, Dominique
Mathieu, Hans Walter Müller, Rainer Oldendorf, Roman Ondák, Christodoulos Panayiotou, Gianni
Pettena, Pratchaya Phinthong, R&Sie(n) (François Roche, Stéphanie Lavaux, Jean Navarro), Matthieu
Saladin, Santiago Sierra, Gabriel Sierra, Xavier Veilhan, VIER5, Annie Vigier & Franck Apertet (les gens
d’Uterpan), Lois Weinberger
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