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I am an architect. I have been running
the architecture office Est-ce ainsi1
since 2006 and I have been teaching
in architecture schools since 2002.
In both instances I have been trying
to ask one question to the discipline
of architecture: can architecture be a
determining factor in facing the major
problems of reality or not. Like justice
or medicine, is the anthropological
function of architecture a relevant
actor in facing major problems of
reality such as social inequality,
violence, exploitation ...
Starting one’s practice on this
interrogation quickly lead to realise
that architecture had historically been
more part of problems than it had
been part of solutions. Architecture
has indeed massivily been a tool of
power, it has been a determining agent
of colonialism, war and its industries,
spatial segregation, fixation of capital,
destruction of the environement, etc.

1 Est-ce ainsi is a reference to a famous Aragon poem
entitled Est-ce ainsi que les hommes vivent, which
translates in Is it thus the way humans live?
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I therefore believe that the most
relevant definiton of architecture
ever written occured in the writings
of Georges Bataille in 1929 in his
journal Documents. I will explain
this definition and its implications in
an exhibition as I arrive in Chicago
but, to put it in a nutshell, I would say
that with Bataille, architecture is to
be understood as this by which order
is applied on reality. Architecture
is no more related to buildings than
it is to clothing, music, language...
Architecture is the tool through
which an ideological dominant order
manifests itself in space and time.
Several inquiries and project produced
with Est-ce ainsi led me to believe that
the architecture of our time is to be
found in neoliberalism. Neoliberalism
is the ideological order that is applied
on this planet’s reality and thus is
architecture. The architect of this
new born XXIst century is Milton

Friedman. This is, I believe, the deep
background reason that leads me to
Chicago.
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I have spent the last four or five years
working on these issues and I wish
this residence to be a pivotal moment,
for two reasons. First, I wish to wrap
up this understanding of architecture
in one single theoretical edifice,
through the form of an exhibition. I
wish to expose it, share it, debate it,
criticize it.
The second reason is to move away
from this theoretical edifice. I wish to
get back into a less theoretical, closer
contact to reality. I wish to be able to
talk with the people of the southside,
to understand what Theaster is doing
and how he is doing it, how it is
perceived by both populations and
politics. I wish to reconnect with the
raw material of reality without the
theoretical framework that has been
guiding my work these past five
years. In order to do this, I will run an
architectural TV show. It will be the
mean by which I think I will be able

to find again contact with immediacy.
All architecture projects are very long
and span over several years. This
architecture TV program will allow
for a here and now process, remote
from too much theoretical processes.
It is meant to be a reality fix.
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I whish this TV program to allow me
to be in a questionning mode more than
in an assertion mode. I wish to be able
to requestion what the meaning and
perception of the word architecture
is for the people of Chicago, whether
they are from the Southside, work at
City hall, teach at the University.
Through this temporary media, I hope
I’ll start to understand Theaster’s
world, crew and energy and how
they alter the evolution of the making
of a city. I wish to discover the Hull
House’s built phenomenon and
discuss the similarities and differences
with French architectural built utopias
as well as social control through
the built environnment. I wish to
encounter William Pope L and discuss
the political dimension of clothing
in America. I wish to meet Dan
Petterman and maybe discuss The
Baffler. I wish to meet and discuss with
the Archeworks school of architecture

and understand what they’re up to, see
if we can work together with students
in the future. I wish to meet and
dialogue with the team of the Invisible
Institute and discuss similarities
and differences with the Police’s
administration of population in Paris
and Chicago and especially how, the
production of buildings is in the Paris
area redesigned by Police through a
sort of anti-insurrectionnal urbanism.
I wish to have the opportunity to meet
Professor Neil Harris and learn about
the social history and class struggle
of Chicago, see maybe how those
struggles manifested themselves in
the built environnment of the City,
I wish to meet the last marxist and
discuss marxism in the US today, I
wish to dialogue with the urbanism
administration services of the City of
Chicago, I wish to be able to engage,
discuss, debate with people from the
southside...
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The way this TV show will exist is
not set yet. Couple of things I know
are that I will be accompanied by two
students of the architecture school of
Saint-Etienne who will be giving me a
hand for this project.
-Cecilia Reyes, from Salvador and
living in France, who is currently
researching on architecture and
violence, for her master’s memoire.
She is waiting to explore these issues
on the reality of Chicago.
-Emilien Epale, who is currently
researching on architecture without
architects, and who is thrilled to
have the opportunity to get close
to Theaster’s process of urban
transformation.
These two students will be joining
me for three weeks, from the end of
September to mid October.

One last thing I know about this TV
program is that I wish to build a TV
studio set in the French Pavillion. Out
of a superminimum low tech furniture
we designed with Est-ce ainsi, out of
leftover materials that Theaster’s team
might have somewhere, I wish to build
a temporary space to invite people
from the Southside to participate to
this TV program.
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